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summer months permitted scarcely a ray of sun-
light to reach the ground. There was, therefore,
a notable absence of undergrowth. When a tree
died and decayed, it fell apart piecemeal; it was
with difficulty that woodsmen could wrest a giant
oak or poplar from its moorings and bring it to the
ground, even by severing the trunk completely at
the base. Here and there a clean swath was cut
through a forest, for perhaps dozens of miles, by a
hurricane. This gave opportunity for the growth
of a thicket of bushes and small trees, and such
spots were equally likely to be the habitations of
wTi!d beasts and the hiding-places of warlike bands
of redskins.

There were always adventurous pioneers who
scorned the settlements and went off with their
families to fix their abodes in isolated places. But
the average newcomer preferred to find a location
in, or reasonably near, a settlement. The choice
of a site, whether by a company of immigrants
wishing to establish a settlement or by an individual
settler, was a matter of much importance. Some
thought must be given to facilities for fortification
against hostile natives. There must be an ade-
quate supply of drinking-water; and the loca-
tion of innumerable pioneer dwellings was selected